The use of simultaneous free latissimus dorsi tissue transfers for reconstruction of bilateral upper extremities in a case of purpura fulminans.
We report a case of extensive purpura fulminans destroying the soft tissue over the posterior aspect of both elbows. Simultaneous, bilateral free latissimus dorsi muscle transfers were used to close both wounds in a single procedure. The wounds resulting from severe purpura fulminans can be extensive and limb threatening. The simultaneous transfer of 2 free flaps can provide expeditious soft tissue repair while minimizing the risk of repeat anesthesia in these critically ill patients. We found that certain details concerning planning and performing the procedure fostered its successful outcome.